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NEWS RELEASE

October 31, 2006 


(FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE)
2006 “MUSEUMS IN MOTION” AWARDS ANNOUNCED

VICTORIA, BC – The British Columbia Museums Association (BCMA) has announced the recipients of its annual Museums in Motion Awards and bursary recipients at its 50th annual provincial conference held in Prince George, BC (October 18th – 21st). 

Awards Committee Chair, Lesia Davis named Ruth Stubbs of Quesnel, BC as this year’s recipient of the Distinguished Service Award; The Surrey Leader as recipient of the Corporate Service Award; Kelowna Art Gallery, The Exploration Place Science Centre & Museum of Prince George, and the Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre, each recipients of an Award of Merit; and Sarah Benson, Museums & Archives Director of the Trail Museum, Trail City Archives and the Trail Sports Hall of Memories, as the recipient of this year’s $1,000 Barrie Hardcastle Bursary; and the Protection Island Cultural Historical Society of Nanaimo, BC as the recipient of the $1,000 Joe Nagel Technology Bursary. The announcements and presentations were made at the Awards Banquet to over 150 museum and art gallery representatives on Friday, October 20th, 2006 in Prince George, BC.

Nominations are received each year from the provincial museum and art gallery community by the June 30th deadline under the categories of Distinguished Service, Corporate Service and Awards of Merit, as part of BC Museums Association’s Awards & Bursaries Program. BCMA’s Awards Committee, comprised of peer professionals from around the province, adjudicates these submissions and selections are announced at BCMA’s annual provincial conference each fall. Recipients are presented with the “Museums in Motion” bronze sculpture, exclusively designed and annually re-created by internationally renowned sculptor, Geert Maas of Kelowna, BC (see accompanying photo).

For complete Awards Program details, including past recipients, please visit the BC Museums Association website at: http://www.museumsassn.bc.ca/awards.asp
2006 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD:  RUTH STUBBS

Ruth Stubbs served as curator for the Quesnel & District Museum and Archives from 1985 until her retirement this summer, and led the museum’s expansion from a seasonal to a full time operation. She was credited for “bringing Quesnel into the 21st century in terms of museum keeping”. Her passion for preserving history initiated an archive in Quesnel and cultivated partnerships in her community, including the Four Carrier First Nations. Ruth was also recognized for her inspirational role in the provincial museums community, including her contribution as a BCMA Council member and host of the 2001 provincial conference at Quesnel and Barkerville.

2006 CORPORATE SERVICE AWARD:  THE SURREY LEADER

Over almost two decades, through several editors and publishers and in numerous ways, The Surrey Leader has provided corporate leadership that has supported the preservation of heritage in their community. The Surrey Leader has made generous donations including their original linotype and print presses, years of newspaper on microfilm, and free advertising for the Surrey Museum, the Stewart Farm, the Surrey Arts Centre and the Surrey Arts Council.  Community heritage profile, attendance and
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interest has risen as a result.  The Surrey Leader also created "Community Leader Awards" for people who make a difference in their community. Cumulatively, The Surrey Leader has contributed impressive financial support that has made a difference.

2006 AWARD OF MERIT:  KELOWNA ART GALLERY

The Kelowna Art Gallery was recognized for their second successive year, this time for “…their outstanding, creative and innovative achievement of their ‘In the Spirit of N’ha-a-tik’ exhibition and ‘Artists’ Educational Bundle Project’”. 

This was the first-time collaboration between the Kelowna Art Gallery and Westbank First Nation and showcased contemporary artwork by Westbank First Nation artists in an exhibition. The “Artists’ Educational Bundle Project” creatively combined ‘artists’ book’ and ‘educational bundle’ concepts to perpetuate content from the exhibit and actively extend Okanagan First Nation artistic and oral traditions into local classrooms. 

The final project culminated in 70 custom made boxes containing a DVD of the artists and artwork, samples of local enthnobotannicals, a teacher’s guide, original artwork and artists’ materials.

The first Artists’ Educational Bundle was presented to former Prime Minister, Paul Martin during the First Nations Summit, held in Kelowna, BC in October 2005. In May 2006, the Project was presented at a UN summit, “A Dialogue for the Future” in New York, NY. This award was sponsored by BC Hydro.

2006 AWARD OF MERIT:  THE EXPLORATION PLACE SCIENCE CENTRE & MUSEUM

The “Common Language Project” involved comprehensive research and an exhibit from the Athapaskan Language Group, in partnership with the Nak’azdli Band Treaty Office of Fort St. James, BC. The project culminated in the installation of a new exhibit of Carrier material culture at The Exploration Place, as well as a research study volume “Treasures of the Carrier People” and binders of visual images from other holdings and a database of collections. The Exploration Place was also recognized for bringing forward “the resources housed in the minds of individual Elders” and sharing them “in a concrete format” and for providing “a number of access routes now available for the people of remote First Nations communities.”  This award was sponsored by the University of Northern BC.

2006 AWARD OF MERIT:  VANCOUVER AQUARIUM MARINE SCIENCE CENTRE

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre is recognized for “50 years of outstanding, innovative and creative achievements” including: an impressive volunteer program of over 900 volunteers who contributed over 60,000 hours in the past year alone; a stellar environmental education program including their traveling classroom of the last ten years, the “Aquavan”; a first LEED gold building in a Canadian museum or zoo or aquarium anywhere in the world; and its successful, exemplary operations which has been achieved without annual government subsidy.

THE BARRIE HARDCASTLE BURSARY:  SARAH BENSON, TRAIL, BC

Sarah Benson, Museum & Archives Director of the Trail Historical Society that manages three heritage facilities, including the Trail Museum, Trail City Archives and the Trail Sports Hall of Memories, was named this year’s recipient of the $1,000 Barrie Hardcastle Bursary to assist with professional development through the University of Victoria’s Cultural Resource Management Program.

The bursary is named for the late Barrie Hardcastle, a former director of the Nanaimo Centennial Museum and an active supporter of the BC Museums Association.  Mr. Hardcastle was particularly concerned that financial and managerial aspects of museum and gallery operations tended to be overlooked or taken for granted.  He felt that improvements in these areas would assist the museums and art galleries of BC by improving everyday effectiveness and preparing them for the future. BCMA’s annual bursary provides up to $1,000 to assist with professional development in museum management.
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THE JOE NAGEL TECHNOLOGY BURSARY:  PROTECTION ISLAND CULTURAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
This small organization, (Protection Island population of 300), the Protection Island Cultural Historical Society of Nanaimo, BC, proposed an innovative use and stretch of their technological capacity to create ongoing, interactive digital island portraits of diverse, everyday Island life, including Island ‘pioneers’. The photos will be displayed in exhibits and stored in both print and digital form for retrieval.

The Joe Nagel Technology Bursary was added in 2004 in the memory of the late Joe Nagel, former Director/Curator of the UBC Museum of Geology, who promoted the applications of new technologies in innovative ways. The bursary of up to $1,000 is offered annually to assist a BCMA member “to implement an innovative use of technology in the museum, art gallery, or heritage fields.”
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