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Welcome to Victoria! Our 52nd Annual Conference:

“Storytelling in BC – People, Places & Perspectives”
Telling a story is a complicated job.  You need just the right amount of humour and empathy, the ability to "stick to the facts" where vital and the willingness take a few "liberties" for flavour when needed. Learning how to keep your audience fully engaged while imparting your tale can take a lifetime to master.  Some of the best storytellers are found in the unlikeliest of places, and until very recently, they weren't even on the radar screen in most Museums. 

We house the stories of many lifetimes in our collections but without the warm-blooded,

singsong lilt of the story teller to animate them, they can languish on shelves, forgotten.  

This year's Conference is, in my view, the best theme we have had in a decade.  The key to unlocking the oral tradition, the connection to our elders and the wisdom to guide our many tomorrows lies in good storytelling.  Museums are central to the human experience. British Columbia's museums are important pivots around which our communities circle; past leading to present, futures reflecting histories. 

It has been a privilege to serve as the BCMA President. We have come a long way, both as an organization and as an industry, in the last few years. I am anxious to see who amongst us will emerge as our new storytellers and to hear what they will have to say. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to play a role in our story. Thank you, as well, for your support and hard work. We make a great team!
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Tracy Calogheros

BCMA President
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