Audio

Question:
We have a museum that is somewhat silent!  Our whistle and our only source of authentic sound has been cancelled due to a small minority of unpopular opinion. See editorial and Letter to Editor in the Penticton Herald. We were also highlighted on CHBC TV and Global yesterday about this perceived annoying problem. Our dilemma now is to find an audio system that can produce sounds within many of our cabins on the S.S. Sicamous sternwheeler ship. These sounds would be replicated of engine sounds, Galley sounds, voices of Crew and Captain etc. Any members who employ this type of system - could you please share the hardware type, the success of it, the possible grant you used and any 

successful funding sources.

Alexa La Madrid, August 22, 2006

General Manager, S.S. Sicamous Restoration Society

Responses:

1. SS Moyie in Kaslo has exactly this sort of set-up, and it is a wonderful addition. Go to: ssmoyie@klhs.bc.ca.
Tammy Hardwick, August 22, 2006

Manager, Creston & District Museum & Archives
2. A slightly related style of presentation is at a big three story flour mill in Salina, Kansas. The local museum includes the mill in its operation, but was challenged as to how to accomplish showing it off, because staffing was minimal and visitors were sporadic. They came up with the best soundscape I have ever experienced in a historic site or museum by engaging a novel choice for a spoken-word-pro to help with carefully analysing the message and presentation.

Interpretation in their beautifully complete industrial building is by recorded messages broadcast through speakers hidden in each floor level. Each floor has its own message describing the machines and the work on that floor. Appropriate machine sounds are included on each floor's tape. The taped bits are relatively short and timed to start and stop at intervals, allowing significant silences between each message. Because the floors are open to each other by stairways and industrial openings, you can hear the sounds from floors other than the one you happen to be on at any moment. The effect gives great animation to the large un peopled building. The length of each taped message and soundscape is absolutely perfect for one's attention span on each floor.

The interesting aspect was that the messages were so meaningful, succinct, easy to understand and beautifully produced. Each was just under three minutes long. At the beginning of the project, museum staff decided that a radio DJ would know best how to get a verbal audio message across in a brief period of time, so they approached the popular local DJ with the idea of having him partner in writing the script and producing the tapes. The DJ became so interested in the project that he donated his time and the radio station facilities to get the tapes made for the museum. It apparently took a lot of work to combine the research with script writing and production, but the results were stunning, neither cheap nor trite.

Cuyler Page, August 22, 2006

Craigflower Farmhouse & School
3. The big problem these days is controlling the on\off of a system. In the old days, it was possible to rig up a system with an autorepeat or rewind cassette deck and an on\off motion detector. Today’s digital technology is great, but it is much harder to use a "consumer" brand system. This means going with some sort of specially built system which means increased cost.

There are a few companies that have the system:

Stop and Listen is a Canadian company. Go to:

http://www.stoplisten.com/index.html?gclid=CLP199yy9oYCFU5mJAodnDZKWQ
I would also contact ‘Commercial Electronics’ in Vancouver. They sell a variety of systems and can give you good advice.

I also have a friend that does some independent consulting on the side for

audio visual systems. He is not tied to any particular product. Email me if

you are interested.

Lee Boyko, August 22, 2006

Museum Consultant lee@inqtravel.com
