Batteries in Artefacts:

Question:
We have a large array of battery-operated artefacts, including radios, dictaphones, and the like, many of which still have batteries inside. We have been advised by several conservators, and it appeals to common sense, that these batteries should be removed as they may corrode and cause damage to the artefacts.

Does anyone have any suggestions about the proper process for dealing with these batteries? Should they be separately stored, with all the concerns that entails, or do they need to be kept at all?

Morag, February 06, 2006.

Response:

I would remove the batteries, photograph them next to the item, document their brand and size. If unusual type, store separately in leak proof containers (e.g. plastic bins). If common type, dispose of safely. 

Colin MacGregor Stevens, New Westminster Museum and Archives, February 07, 2006.
