Cardboard Tube Supplier

Question:
Anyone out there have any clue where I could get my hand on some cardboard tubes for rolling textiles? The local hardware store only has small ones and we need tubes with a diameter of 3.5" plus.

Jennifer Breckon, Richmond Museum and Heritage Services, September 02, 2005.

Responses:

1. Any hardware and building supplies store carries SONO TUBES, used for pouring concrete columns. They are made of cardboard, fairly light and quite rugged. The smallest you can get are 6" diameter I think, and usually 8 ' long...or...you might be able to get empty centres from vinyl flooring and carpet rolls, from the flooring store. 

Steve Bender, BC Interior Forestry Museum, September 02, 2005.

2. Another option is using 4" PVC drainpipe available at home supplies ($13.38

for 10 foot length at Rona).  It is light weight, strong, can be cut to length and I believe the polyvinyl chloride to be fairly inert.

Jim Millar

Port Moody Station Museum, September 02, 2005.

3. You can get this size of cardboard tube from most shipping supply places - try Great Little Box Company...

Nancy, Sandhill Book Marketing Ltd, September 02, 2005.

4. My understanding is that PVC is not inert, and that it is ABS piping that you would want to choose.

Wendy Nichols, Delta Museum & Archives, September 02, 2005.

5. You could check the catalog of University Products / Archival Quality Materials for Conservation, etc. at http://www.universityproducts.com/. In their 2005-2006 catalog, they show heavy duty roll storage tubes with diameters of 3" and 6" inches.

Kathy Bettis, Registrar, Boise Art Museum, September 02, 2005.

6. Should a conservator react to this suggestion? There are conservation supply houses that have acid free and conservation wise materials for the storage of fabrics - a Sono tube? Maybe for cement, but not for museum fabrics! September 02, 2005.

7. Re: Sono tube and conservation. Lay flat poly (ethylene) tubing comes in a variety of sizes and can be used to protect museum materials from the acidic sono tube or carpet tube. I employed a method at Point Ellice House a few years back that use a single segment of "lay flat" poly tube to first wrap the paper tube and then fold back on itself, over the artifact, to form a "bag" around the artifact material, so that the artifact was simultaneously protected from the sono tube and the outside environment. It was essentially a bag within a bag that contained only the artifact material. This was the least expensive solution at that time. If money is an object this works, however, the issue of introducing acidic materials (inherent vice) in to a collection area is not resolved for long term storage, although the artifacts were and are protected from the effects of disintegration of the wood pulp paper in this way. With this technique all artifact materials in a given storage area must be bagged in poly ethylene. No, acid free tissue won't do. It is a second best method if proper funding for proper storage materials is not available.

Should anyone be compelled by under funding to chose this (2nd best) route, I

would be happy to supply details.

Allen

apatten@shaw.ca, September 02, 2005.

