Digital Camera Recommendations

Question:

We have just received a donation of $500 to purchase a digital camera for our museum and wonder what other museums use to photograph their artefacts. How many mega-pixels, etc.? I think a good macro function is important, but would like to hear your suggestions, and what you find works well for you.

We would also like a source to purchase used flat files, or map files, metal enamelled ones. I understand there is an architect's outlet somewhere in the province. We can't afford new ones. We are looking for the 36" x 48" size.

We are also considering the purchase of 6 or so body forms on which to display some military uniforms. They are flocked affairs with an adjustable, metal and wooden stand. I found some for around $108 each in Kelowna. How do you display uniforms? Any other suggestions? What is the usual composition of the flocking?

We also need a Chenhall Nomenclature for Museums. Does anyone have an extra one they don't use for free or cheap? We are pretty much starting from square one here. 

Gayle Cornish, March 24, 2005

Osoyoos Museum 
Responses:

1. We use a Fujifilm FinePixA200, it is 2 mega pixels and adequate for our needs, including posting pictures on our website. We have a good handy camcorder for other purposes and back up. The camera is moderately priced and a good worker.

Larry A. Ewashen, 

Curator, Doukhobor Village Museum
2. Government surplus is a good source for plan files, they usually cost about $100 each.

Alan Graves

Alan Graves Design
3. As for the file cabinets, you might try governmentt auctions (municipal and provincial). We've got a few that way and they have been quite cheap ($150 or less). They are particularly good for map cabinets.

Digital camera wise if you can find the money to buy a digital SLR with interchangeable lenses. They are the best. Unfortunately, they start around $1200 and go up fast from there. If the images are for publication quality, then I would suggest 8mega pixels or better, if they are simply to document the collection and for smaller low resolution images, like maybe a newsletter or something then some of the point and shoot cameras with 4 megs should do the trick just fine and they can be had for around $500.

Stephen
