Digital Voice Recorder

Question:

Our archives is considering using a digital recorder to record oral interviews. I would like the option of transferring the files to a PC, which could then be put on a website or burned onto CD-ROM. Any pros and cons that you know of would be greatly appreciated.

On the recording topic, does anyone know of a company that can restore our old audiocassettes?

Lorna Dishkin, March 15, 2005.

Bella Coola Valley Museum

Responses:

1. I use Sony digital recorder and DragonSpeak software that has voice recognition. Excellent so far and downloads easily for desktop editing!

Christin

Museums Roundup Editor, BCMA
2. We have been satisfied with a mini-disc audio recorder by the HHB company of Britain. It can run on battery power or standard electrical wall plugs. It has XLR-type and RC type audio inputs (the XLR inputs have switchable phantom power should you choose microphones that don't require their own batteries) as well as a USB audio out for your PC and RCA analog outputs for making tapes. You would need good microphones of course, and should decide whether you want to use lapel mics or something you could put on the table in front of your subject.

This recorder could also be used in restoring the audiocassettes you mention. The first step would be find an excellent tape player and then run two lines to your mini-disc recorder's RCA inputs. You will then have captured the audio in digital format and then could clean it up on your computer.

Please check around for other opinions though, Lorna. I am certainly no expert on this topic.

Bruce Davies

Curator, Craigdarroch Castle Historical Museum Society
