Digitalization of Documents

Question:

I am currently working with a project that has a secondary component of digital imaging - of documents rather than objects. At this stage, we are primarily seeking information about methods/preferences for storage of files: i.e. formats, tips for file organization. We are lucky to have new, advanced equipment to use, including a high-pixel camera and copy stand, but are looking for suggestions for getting the best image possible.

We are also looking for articles and samples of handbooks. I have been browsing the AABC site, but am looking for more contemporary information. If anyone has recently taken part in such a project, and if you have information you are willing to share, please contact me.

Kathleen Trayner, Alizarin Consulting, September 13, 2005.

Responses:

1. Try the articles about digitization on the Canadian Heritage Information Network website: http://www.chin.gc.ca/English/Digital_Content/index.html. Tips for the file storage of objects can be used for paper documents as well. Search the CHIN website for information on scanners and scanning documents. You could talk to someone at CHIN (in the technical department?) if you have questions.

Liberty, Liberty & Co. www.LibertyandCo.ca, September 14, 2005.

2. One of my favourite resources is the Colorado Digitization Project at: http://www.cdpheritage.org/resource/index.html. I found their resources very useful when we recently undertook a project to digitize our oral history collection.

I have many thoughts on file organization, but much depends on how your original records are organized, whether you are using a database, what type of storage media you are using, etc., so give me a call if you want to chat. You know where to find me!

Lisa Codd, Langley Centennial Museum, September 14, 2005.

3. Kathleen, perhaps the best source on digitizing I know is the Canadian Heritage Information Network at http://www.chin.gc.ca/ They have a whole section of

their website on various aspects of digitization and if they do not cover it on the website, I am sure a staff member there would be able to give some advise.

Kris Andersen, St. Ann's Academy, September 14, 2005.

