Display Cases

Question:
Does anyone know where to purchase good display cases in B.C.?

Lorna Dishkin, March 10, 2005

Bella Coola Valley Museum
Responses:

1. It depends on what you want to pay. We had to have display cases in a hurry last year for our visiting exhibit from Russia. No one could deliver on time at any cost. Our solution was to go a glass framing art shop, they built the glass parts, according to specifications, we then went to a metal shop that built the stands to size and height. In the end, it was cheaper than ordering and buying and provided local work. Four excellent display cases were built for $2400.

Larry A. Ewashen

Curator, Doukhobor Village Museum
2. Both Carr McLean & Bury Media & Supplies have some generic display cases. You are likely better off getting custom cases built. 

 I believe that the old BCMA library is still with the Vancouver Public Library. There should be some publications there that provide information of case design. I have had both Buddy Williams and Cuyler Page build cases for projects I have been involved in. If you have a good cabinet maker in your area, they should be able to construct cases for a reasonable price.

The obvious things to consider are what will be in the cases? This will determine if you need to make any special previsions for things like silica gel or other climate modification systems. You will also have to make some decisions about lighting (in case or out), security (locks, alarms, etc) and whether the cases need to be moved (I love having cases on wheels!)

Lee Boyko

Inquisitive Travel

3. We have just undergone research for case design for our ship. The cases we designed are collapsible and able to be stacked for making a travelling show an option as well.  They are made from birch and lexan with a lockdown system. Each cases in approx 37 x 25 x 18 with lexan on back, front with a tilted-down top. The price per box is $400.00 for material and labour built by a professional carpenter. Call me if you need more information.

Alexa La Madrid

General Manager, S.S. Sicamous Restoration Society

4. Depending on exactly what you are looking for, OPUS Framing and Art Supplies (www.opusframing.com), sells four drawer paper units in two dimensions. They are made out of unfinished mdf board that allows you to prepare them to your standards. Unfortunately, they will not produce any custom sizes.

I used to manage the GI location of OPUS up until a year ago. Unless they've made some major changes, the drawers should still be available. Give Chandra Rankin, the new store manager a call and tell her I referred you.

OPUS GI - 604.736.7028

Mark Loria

White Rock Museum & Archives
