Foam Core or Canvas

Question:
Our museum wants to have a few photos mounted for an exhibit. What are the pros and cons of having photos printed on canvas or on foamcore in terms of longevity, colour and print quality etc….

Lorna Dishkin, Bella Coola Valley Museum, January 30, 2006.

Responses: 

1. I would recommend foam core that you can buy in acid free quality. These are excellent for mounting photographs.

Wilf Schmidt, The Little Photo Shop, rockface@telus.net, January 30, 2006.

2. We had Colorific of Vancouver create a replica oil painting on a 3' x 6' canvas. It was done about 5 years ago. It is very convincing and still looks very good.

Kris Andersen, St. Ann's Academy, Chapel and Interpretive Centre, January 30, 2006.

3. I recommend foamcore for all the reasons you desire; canvas gives the impression that they are paintings - very kitschy.

 
Tony Martin, Comox Valley Art Gallery, January 30, 2006.

4. The new technology for computer plotter printing on canvas gives amazing results if a bit of texture would be appropriate. It works especially well for landscape pictures. Now on display at the Art Ark in Kelowna, there are some magical examples of such photos by Gordon Hartley printed on canvas. The Art Ark  www.theartark.com could probably get you in touch with Gordon (in Kelowna) for his comments about the process. I know longevity is important to him.

Cuyler Page, Kamloops Museum, January 30, 2006.

5. It all depends on whether you use archival ink or not.

Larry, January 30, 2006.

6. Either substrate will give equal longevity if high quality materials are utilized. The factors that will make the big difference will be the archival qualities of the inks and in the care taken in the printing, processing and finishing of the job.

Duane, Artcraft, January 30, 2006.

7. Fidelis offers mounting to Ultra Mount, which is an acid free foamcore, developed for longevity and for mounting photographic artwork. The cheaper foamcore/board brands do not offer archival properties (beware). The adhesive may also be in question with these low-end boards. The Ultra Mount is the best product on the market and used by all of our fine art photographer clients.

We are a new BCMA member, and very excited about sharing our knowledge on inkjet printing to canvas, using pigment inks. This is the best combination and the only combination supported by the Giclee Printmakers Association. Inside this printmaking process, ink and media (canvas or paper) combination is critical to a long print life. We also use a protective UV top-coat spray, for added protection.

We have a great section on our website with Q&A on this process, I recommend a read, as the technology changes daily, and we make it our business to stay on top of things http://www.fidelisprintmaking.com/htm/faq.htm
We also offer a black and white process that rivals traditional fibre-base photographic printing, this may be another option? So many choices….

Karen Somerville, Fidelis Printmaking, January 30, 2006.

8. Foamcore is an excellent mounting medium - especially the acid-free options

- however if you are printing direct to the substrate both Fine Art rag papers and some canvas combined with archival inks will give lifespans of 80 - 150 years under optimum conditions.  See the tests done by the Wilhelm color testing institute for more information.

Due to the variety of available materials, inks and printing methods – not all are created equal in regard to longevity - but today you can get some fabulous reproduction and quality from many of those options. Print quality would equal or enhance the original photographs if the image is properly scanned or capture and well printed. You can find information on many of these methods and options at

www.matshop.ca - under the digital print services section.

Myron Arndt, Island Art Publishers, January 30, 2006.

9. Please contact Lynne Wright, MSA Museum at 604-853-0313 or House of Fine Arts 604-853-2400

Judy Whyte, Executive Director, January 31, 2006.

