Future Collection Plans

Question:
We would like to develop a plan for future collecting and specific criteria

for adding new items to our collection.  Does any one out there have such a

plan or guidelines for creating the plan.  This plan would be an extension

of our current Collections Policy.

James Tirrul-Jones, Railway and Forestry Museum, Fri. Feb. 16, 2007

Responses:

1.
Check out the BCMA website and under "Best Practices - Series 1" you 


will find a module on Collections Management.


Linda Eversole, British Columbia Museums Association, Fri. Feb. 16, 2007

2.
Also, James Gardner and Elizabeth Merritt wrote and published the "AAM


Guide to Collections Planning," available through the American


Association of Museums. I know in the book they discuss developing a


collection plan and the planning process itself - it might be useful to



you. Elizabeth taught a course with us a few years back on Collections


Planning. They also wrote an article published in the AAM "Museum News"


Journal in 2002 entitled "Collections Planning: Pinning Down a Strategy"


That is useful in distinguishing between a collecting plan, collections


planning and collections management policy. It also offered some key


points to consider in developing a plan.


Brenda Weatherston, University of Victoria, Fri. Feb. 16, 2007

3.

There is a new book from AAM called "The Guide to Collections Planning" that deals with this specifically.  Also, if you know anyone who is a member, you can log on and have access to some tips for writing Collections Plans. 


Candice Smith, UA Museum of the North, Fri. Feb. 16, 2007

4. 
Search the American Association of Museums site http://www.aam-us.org/

for "collections plan."  You will find 34 resources available on line.


If you know some institution that has gone through the process or is


applying for accreditation under the AAM, there are lots of other


resources available to accreditation applicants.  I plan to mine my



American contacts for this information.

Paul C. Thistle, Langley Centennial Museum & National Exhibition Centre, Fri. Feb. 16, 2007

