Grant Qualifications

Question:
We are hoping to remain open all year with some increased funding from a variety of sources. Can anyone tell me what the minimum number of hours per week, and days per year, we must be open in order to qualify for BC Arts Council operating grants?

Since June, between staff and volunteers, we have been open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and someone is there from 9a.m. - 5 p.m. We will have to reduce our hours in September, so I am wondering what other small museums do.

Town Council wants a business plan that would include potential grants, and have told us we must go to referendum this November to seek long term core funding. We can't afford to lose this one, but have been given only 6 months to prepare. Any light you can shed on BC Arts Council Grants in particular and referenda if you have any experience in this area, would be appreciated.

Gayle Cornish, Osoyoos Museum, August 15, 2005.

Responses:

1. We have been open 1-4 p.m. daily Monday through Saturday in September through to June and 1-6 p.m. daily Monday through Saturday in July and August. We have had BC Arts Council funding for at least 10 years. However, compared to other institutions we receive much less funding $8300 per year. In our new facility (summer 2006), we'll be open much longer hours. 

ShawnLamb, Nelson Museum, August 19, 2005.

2. The criteria for operating grants qualification on the BC Arts Council

Website at: http://www.bcartscouncil.ca/programs/program.php?active_page=806&p=1
The Project Assistance guidelines are at:

http://www.bcartscouncil.ca/programs/program.php?active_page=807&p=1
Roger Boulet, Township of Langley, August 21, 2005.
3. Thanks for posting those links, Roger. If anyone has any questions relating to the operating assistance grant, please feel free to email me directly at leversole@museumsassn.bc.ca or call me at (250) 356-9398. I am happy to discuss each museum's case individually.

Linda Eversole, BC Museums Association Grants Coordinator, August 22, 2005.
