Grants

Question:

The Osoyoos Museum has never had a year round curator. Over the years, it has been run by volunteers and a summer student with no professional museum experience or training, with one exception in the early 1980's.

Since I am not very familiar with the grants system, I was wondering if anyone could help me clarify WHAT grants we would be eligible for IF we were to hire a year 'round  (or full time) curator. We seem to be pretty limited to grants if we continue to only open in the summer. In the past, we have been eligible for the Young Canada Works student.

Since we are applying for more funding from our local government, the ability to quote grants as a way to bring more funding into the community, to create jobs, and to greatly improve our museum would go a long way to helping us achieve that goal: enabling us to hire a curator.

Please feel free to send any other comments, persuasions etc. you have found useful to increase your funding levels.

Gayle Cornish, January 11, 2005.

President, Osoyoos Museum Society

Responses:

1. Currently most Federal grants (ie MAP) require the applicant museum to have at least one full-time employee and to be open close to year round.

The Federal policy is open for review if you are reading the current literature. We have secured a commitment to revise and revitalize the policy, hopefully with significant new funding. This is your time to make the case for smaller museums.

However, any argument will have to be well thought out so as to justify Federal intervention in what is often considered a provincial or municipal matter. I am just giving you a heads up on this key issue of policy.

In my opinion, there is a strong argument to be made where the museum houses a collection of national importance however that is measured. The Cultural Property Review Board does this often and it relies on local museums to make the case rather than to dictate national standards. Something for you to give some serious thought to!

John Mcavity

ED, Canadian Museums Association
2. Is it still the ‘BC Arts Board’ policy that you have permanent paid staff to receive operating funds?

Lee Boyko
