Heritage Lotteries

Question:

Since the BCMA conference in Prince George I have been mulling things 

over and have come up with a discussion question. We will be moving 

forward with a new Heritage Strategy for the Province of BC, hopefully 

with much input from us out here in the heritage sector. One of the 

things mentioned many times at the conference, when we discussed 

funding, was how lottery monies in this province started out earmarked 

for culture, arts, sports etc and now they go into "general" revenue.

Here is the discussion question: why don't we have a "Heritage Funder" 

lottery ticket? We now have a Sports Funder with Wayne Gretzky's image 

on it - we could have a Heritage Funder with Simon Fraser's image, (she 

says tongue firmly planted in cheek) leading up to the 2008 

sesquicentennial and 200th anniversary of Fraser's river trip - and the 

heritage community could have a say in how this money is dispersed 

(through BCMA, Heritage Society of BC etc.) Let's let BC citizens vote 

with their pocketbook by buying these tickets and maybe the important 

"essential" heritage sector can finally get off of the bottom of the 

funder's food chain! What do you think??? Let's hear the discussion.

Bev Kennedy, Thurs. Nov. 20, 2006 

Responses:

1.
While I'd LOVE to see some of those lottery funds earmarked once again 


for arts and culture, I'd be concerned that by making such a ticket


exclusively for the small arts and culture sector, a "votable" item 


where individuals weigh their worth against sports and recreation, or 


healthcare, we'd once again be at the bottom of the heap. Sports and 


gambling go together so naturally in our culture, whereas arts and 


gambling perhaps not so much.


I could see a "support B.C. communities" lottery ticket that would fund 


more broadly the not-for-profit sector, divided up equitably between the 


various social organizations and networks that need funding - INCLUDING 


cultural organizations, as we all strive to improve the social good and 


build "social capital"


Brenda Weatherston, University of Victoria, Fri. Nov. 3, 2006

2.
I actually had the opportunity to speak with a Lottery Representative on 


Friday and put forth Bev's idea to her. She immediately went and wrote 


the idea down.


She thought that supporting culture in a very direct way was a great 


idea.


Now, let's see if it actually goes anywhere in the Lottery Corporation.


Brian J. Foreman, Surrey Art Gallery, Mon. Nov. 6, 2006

3.
Glad to hear there is some interest. I think it is time to focus on the 


provincial government, asking them to honour the original intention of 


the lottery system. IF Alberta and Saskatchewan can do it, why not BC? 


While I realize its an uphill battle it can be done. Putting lottery 


money into general revenue was an error by the Mike Harcourt, its time 


to convince the Liberals and the NDP to adopt a better model.

Lee Boyko, Tues. Nov. 7, 2006

3.
As recall, Lee, the NDP were as much responding to an earlier Socred lottery 


scandal that happened in the Vander Zalm administration. The minister 


in-charge of lotteries was hiving-off funds for one of his election 


committee member's personal business scheme - a monopoly on supplying blue 


boxes to BC municipalities in the wake of his government's recycling 


legislation. On another occasion, the same minister steered lottery funds 


directly into a project to move a historical collection into his 


constituency and create a new museum around it - a facility the Harcourt 


government went gunning for and closed almost immeditely upon taking office. 


(See Graham Leslie, "Breach of Promise", Madeira Park, BC, 1991).


I don't know how we could safeguard museums from political tampering in a 


lottery-supported climate. The BCMA should give this side thought, as well 


as the good parts to pursuing the idea.


Dan Gallacher, Wed. Nov. 8, 2006

4.
Thanks Dan, remembered the transportation museum issue but forgot about the


blue box. I believe that was what led to the suggestion during the election


campaign that half of the money go to health care. Both parties jumped on


the idea. That being said, there could have been other ways than putting the


funds into general revenue to solve this problem.


The system set up here in Saskatchewan is very good.


Check out the SaskCulture site at: http://www.saskculture.sk.ca

Lee Boyko, Thurs. Nov. 9, 2006

