Information Access Policy

Question:
We have an interesting situation regarding the former town site of Fairview,

near Oliver, British Columbia. This town was prominent between 1890 and

1905, but eventually faded. Currently, there are no built structures

remaining on the site, however, there are a significant number of remains on

the property. The site holds more archaeological interest at this point than

anything, however, it has also been identified as a wildlife preserve.

Though the site has archaeological interest, it has been disturbed by pot

hunters. Since the town site was prominent between 1890 and 1905, it does

not automatically fall under British Columbia archaeology laws. As the site

is within a regional district currently without enabling legislation, the

site cannot be placed on a heritage register, though we are working towards

that goal. The Fairview Heritage Town Site Society (FHTSS) has stewardship

over the property, which is Crown Land, and has developed a path through the

property. The site is considered to have some degree of heritage

significance for the community. FTHSS does have a policy of no digging being

allowed on the site, but because they do not have ownership, they are unable

to enforce the policy.

Recently, I was contacted by someone requesting an older map of the town

site so she and her husband could do some 'treasure hunting' (sic). She

stated that any goods that she found would be given to the museum. I invited

her to come visit me so I could have the chance to speak with them, and

advise them as to some of the ethics involved, and point her in the

direction she should go if she wished to go ahead with investigation of the

site. I told the archivist that I wanted to speak with them. The couple

didn't come to the museum, but went to the archives which are in a separate

building. The archivist gave the couple the map information, and stated that

they should be contacting FTHSS and the regional district. A few days later,

a bag was left on the front step of the museum containing a few artifacts

which would be consistent with what would be found at the town site,

however, there was no documentation as to where these items were found, nor

the archaeological context. The chair of the FTHSS and the regional district

both stated that they did not speak with the couple.

The archivist feels that as the archives exist to provide information, when

information is requested, it should be provided, though she does recognize

there are some limits. She acted appropriately within freedom of information

laws, which indicate that we have no legal recourse to deny access to

information. Also, there is a good chance that some of the information is

available through other sources, such as books available in the library. My

position is that while we cannot deny access to information, we can restrict

access to information when we need to balance the conservation of a heritage

resource, even when no protective designation is in place. The BC

Archaeology Branch, for example, states the following:

2. The intent of the Third Party Access section of the British Columbia

Provincial Heritage Register Data Request Form is to safeguard access to

archaeological information and site locations, but not to withhold it from

those who have a need to know and who have an interest in a site or sites

such as: planners, realtors, lawyers, landowners (private, corporate or

government), First Nations, academic researchers and archaeologists.

Although most people visiting the site will not abuse the information

provided to them, there is a certain percentage that will. We have raised

the issue with the Board of Directors, who has asked that we develop a

policy for them to consider, not just in relation to this site, but for all

heritage resources within the community that may be vulnerable to

exploitation. 

So, my questions are: 

1) What do you see as the ethical considerations in the matter? What should

we be considering in the development of a policy? What are our

responsibilities relating to this issue, especially in relation to third

party interests?

2) Does your museum and archives have a policy regarding information ethics

as it relates to conservation of community heritage resources? How are these

policies applied? Would you be willing to share your policy with us for

consideration?

3) How do we balance the need to provide information with the need to

safeguard heritage resources? What similar situations have you encountered?

How do you share ethics with people?

Darryl MacKenzie, Oliver and District Heritage Society, Dec. 16, 2006 

Responses: 

1.
I would be interested to know if there is any signage at the entrance (s) to


the townsite indicating the need to keep the historical archaeological and


other assets of this historic place intact.

Kris Andersen, British Columbia Provincial Capital Commission, Fri. Dec. 15, 2006                 

