Labelling

Question:

I have a couple of questions I am hoping to find some help with:

1. I would like to add labels to a drawer unit case filled with artifacts, but am having a hard time finding a suitable medium. Mat board does not cut neatly enough, paper does not look great and stickers do not stick to the foam background in the case. Does anyone have any suggestions for flexible, professional looking labels on a foam background?

2) I have a CD of sound effects that I would like to play on repeat in an exhibit. Does anyone know of inexpensive equipment that you can just turn on/off each day without having to program "cd repeat" every time?

Meagan, White Rock Museum, August 09, 2005.
Responses:

1. Xerox used to make a product that allowed one to use the photocopier to create labels. You create the text on the computer and then photo copy onto the label material. After trimming, the labels is mounted with heat such as a photo press or iron.
For knife blades, be sure to try the new "Black" disposable knife blades by Olaf (for Olfa knives - Model LBB). They claim to be "Ten Times Sharper" and I certainly find they hold their beautiful edge longer than any blade I have ever known. Terrific product!

For a pleasant, fast and non-toxic and cost effective mounting method on FomCor, try to find a source of the board with a peal-and-stick glue surface already on it. In Kamloops, it has been available from a commercial photocopy and print service shop where they use a lot of board. I buy it in half sheet sizes for ease of use in my small work area. Saves time, saves money, saves lungs.

Cuyler Page, Kamloops Museum, August 10, 2006.

2. I generally type the legends with re-stuck labels, then I stick them onto foam core or Core plast, which is more difficult to cut, then I mount with double sided tape.

Larry A. Ewashen, Doukhobor Village Museum, August 10, 2006.

3. What sort of size? I often use business card blanks and then double side tape.

As for the CD, I would be interested as well. I used to make up tape loops and use a cheap car tape deck.  

Lee Boyko, August 09, 2005.

4. Mat board cuts neatly if you use a good mat cutter. Foamcore and matboard also do well with a wallcutter. What you might try, is printing out your labels on one sheet of 81/2 X 11 and spray gluing them onto the matboard or foamcore, and asking a sympathetic picture framer to cut them for you on their wall cutter. I always do my spray gluing outside. Practise first. Give it a little time to dry. If you actually have a budget, your labels can be drymounted, then cut.Two or 3 labels on the same larger sized sheet makes it easier to cut on a wallcutter. You could also ask a framer for foamcore offcuts, as they are usually plentiful, should be free, and are generally cut straight. Then glue your labels onto them. I have never tried this, only thought about it, but it should work. Remember, tinkering makes perfect!

Gayle Cornish, Osoyoos Museum, August 09, 2005.
5. I have found that printing labels onto a good quality xerox paper and pasting them onto foam-core with a glue stick works really well. I hate using spray glue, since it is toxic and it can yellow over time. A smooth coating of glue stick is just as good.  I use an x-acto knife (K2 blade) with a steel ruler to cut them out.

Kim, Vancouver Public Library, August 10, 2005.

6. In answer to your first question, labels printed on medium weight cardstock look perfectly professional when glued to foamcore. Both of these materials are available acid-free. Just remember to cut down the foamcore after you've 

glued the label on.

Cathleen Thom, August 10, 2005.

7. We print our labels on whatever the paper for the display is and then use a hot waxer to adhere our labels to either acid free foamcore or mat board. We mount display photos in the same fashion. The cutting is achieved with a steady hand accompanied by a metal straight edge and a utility knife on a cutting board. We bought a wall cutter, but find it is too large and awkward in our cramped space. The big trick is the steady hand. The hot waxer is not a really high cost item and has provided us with a professional finish to our labels and exhibit panels. We bought our second one through either Bensen's or Loomis & Toles (an art supply store often carries them).

We'd be happy to sell our wall cutter for a very reasonable price - buyer to look after transport.

Kim Allen, Mission Museum, August 10, 2005.
