Looking for a Conservator, Repairer, Organ Expert

Question:

The Yale and District Historical Society has the dubious distinction of being the only people who care about the antique pump organ in the Historic Church of St. John the Divine, aside from the Government of BC, who own it. Our BC representative, Jennifer Iredale, cares very much about this issue, but her hands are tied by the present government, and it is not likely that she will have much time in the near future to dedicate to finding us a conservator for our organ.

It would be very helpful if our society or the museum community could help to find a person that is capable of the job. Does anyone know anyone who can help us?

The last person we consulted wanted us to bring the organ down to Rosedale for a consultation. We would prefer to have someone come to us, without moving the instrument.

If anyone knows anyone who can help us, please contact us. Thank you. 

ibjerky@uniserve.com
Responses:

1. Try Herb Huestis, organ technician. He is wonderful for historic instruments. He can be reached at: hhuestis@mdi.ca or www.mdi.ca/hhuestis/shop. You will not be disappointed in talking with him. He is a treasure house of knowledge, a fabulous technician and musician, and an honest businessman.

Cuyler Page, May 04, 2006.

Kamloops Museum
2. Betty Walsh at the BC Archives maintains a list of practicing conservators:

Betty Walsh, Conservator BC Archives

655 Belleville Street,

Victoria, B.C.  V8V 1X4

Betty.Walsh@gems3.gov.bc.ca
250-387-3686

The Heritage Society of BC maintains a list of Heritage Consultants:

Rick Goodacre, Heritage Society of BC

914 Garthland Street

Victoria, BC  V9A 4J5

hsbc@islandnet.com
250-384-4840

Please contact the above for further information,

Bob Parliament, Community Heritage Officer, Heritage Branch

Ministry of Community, Aboriginal & Women's Services
3. We have added Herb's name to our list, and will mention your recommendation when we contact him. After the great response we have had to our posting, I really think that the museum community needs to compile a list of specialized technicians for these and other restoration experts.

As far as I know, the BC Heritage Branch does not have such list, and I don't know if the BCMA has one either. I am still looking for someone who can properly restore a traveling trunk that belonged to Sister Amy, the Sister Superior of All Hallows School for Girls in Yale (owned by me privately, although I'm willing to donate to the Historic Yale Museum if it can be properly restored).

Irene Bjerky, President, Yale and District Historical Society
