Medicinal Plant Presentations

Question:

I need your help finding interesting presentations on medicinal plants across Canada.

I am working on a virtual exhibit titled ‘The Healing Power of Plants’. This project is being developed by ‘The Coalition of Canadian Health Care Museums and Archives’ for the ‘Virtual Museum of Canada’.

As part of this exhibit, we want to include information about and links to some of the sites across Canada that present information about medicinal plants. These could include museum exhibits; interpreted gardens, parks, or nature trails; or sites that feature regular public programming on the topic. We are particularly interested in finding sites that offer a unique perspective, such as the use of plants by a particular cultural group, or the effect of gathering plants for medicine on the environment.

Our only restrictions are that the feature needs to be in place for the long-term, since the virtual exhibit will be up for at least 5 years [no temporary exhibits, please!] and that it needs to be substantial and informative enough that a visitor who seeks it out isn't disappointed [more than a couple of herbal tonic bottles in the corner of a case, please!]

So, if your site, or a site in your vicinity, or even a site that you vaguely recall from your holiday three years ago, offers the public information about medicinal use of plants, I'd like to hear from you. Please send a brief description and a contact email address or phone number, if possible. We will then contact the site for more information and determine if it's possible for us to include it. It's a great opportunity to get a little free promotion!

Kathryn Pankowski, Interpretive Planner
Responses:

1. Nancy Turner, University of Victoria is a guru of ethnobotany in these parts. JulieHrapko, retired from the Alberta Museum in Edmonton is the guru there. She's in the phone book or call the Provincial museum for her contact.

Sharon L. Rempel
2. I have a couple of plant related sites created by students on my museum web site:

Ethnobotany in Ethiopia – Go to:  http://www.sfu.ca/archaeology/museum/peb/plethbot.html 

And Palaeoethnobotanical Research at Scowlitz, BC – Go to: http://www.sfu.ca/archaeology/museum/peb/scow1.html
Dr. Barbara J. Winter
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