Motion Sensitive Security Recorders

Question:

Mackin Heritage Home & Toy Museum has grown considerably over the last 4 years and security internal/external has now become an issue. With the growing value of our collection and miscellaneous associated articles, we now feel it is time to take additional security steps. I am thinking about an internal wireless system which might transmit from two or more cameras mounted internally and transmit to a DVD or digital recorder in a hidden or locked away area.

We also have to start worrying about the actual physical entranceways, doors, windows etc., without detracting from the essence of a heritage home. What type of security do other places or smaller museums have in place, for example, Irving house, Roedde House etc…? I cannot simply put bars behind doors and windows, as it would show too much and surely be an eyesore to visitors.

Our growing artifact, toys and accessioned items demand some protection and I would greatly appreciate suggestions from anyone who has solved or dealt with these types of issues. We do currently have an alarm, break-in, fire and motion activated alarm system, however, it is insufficient in relation to the value of our collection. One quick rock through a window and many items would be missing with no information on the culprits.

Nickolaus (Nick) Prison, Mackin Heritage Home & Toy Museum, December 15, 2005.
Responses:

1. Increasing values of artifact materials means increasing attempts at theft. There are a lot of things that could be done to secure a collection or exhibit. I think prevention is better than cure and after the fact recovery, if any. Key lock rather than latch doors or dead bolts are useful, but require fire inspection approval. Display barriers can be securely designed of a height that is difficult to climb over and locked. Plexiglass barriers in period style wood frame look and work well and have been in trouble-free use at Point Ellice House for some years now. Locking display cases are also a great help.

In general plexiglass covers for windows are unobtrusive (when properly installed) block harmful uv radiation, aid in climate control and are very difficult to break. Other concerns would require a bit more information about the traffic flow, exhibits themselves such as room dimensions and security zone coverage etc.… Each security problem is a special case and ultimately requires it's own separate solution. Again, prevention is better than cure.

Allen Patten, Point Ellice House, December 15, 2005.

2. I believe Emily Carr house has one gallery room that is heavily secured for art requiring protection.  This way the house keeps its original heritage condition (i.e. no bars on the windows, etc.).

It is easier to secure one room than it is to secure a whole heritage house.

Troy Hunter, December 15, 2005.

3. Alarm system, external lighting, keeping bushes away from hiding windows, etc. - the usual. 

Colin Stevens, New Westminster Museum and Archives (including Irving House) December 18, 2005.
