Museum Mannequins

Question:

Can't remember the source or whether this is being done any more, but I recall an article written by a conservator suggesting assembling blocks of foam and then custom carving to meet the needs of the garment to be displayed. I have sent your request to the BC Museums listserv to see if others recall this technique.

 Kris Andersen, St. Ann's Academy, Chapel and Interpretive Centre, November 25, 2005.

Responses:

1. I make my own 'body forms', which very inexpensive and they can be used for future textiles/garment displays. I buy pure cotton and polyform for stuffing (use only inert material for displaying cloth as to not damage the textiles of course). I sew a body form out of the cotton. I take someone's measurements who could potentially fit the garment or textile I wish to display and then I sew a body form -just shoulders to hips and stuff it with polyform until it reaches the right size I need. I then sew up the hole I had left for stuffing at the top of the body form and then mount it onto a base or hang it by invisible thread (this makes for a good effect as it looks like the garment is suspended in mid air - and then you don't need a base). I avoid heads as I find them to be creepy for museum displays.  

Of course - if you are not into sewing or haven't got a machine this won't work for you. Perhaps, I should open my own business as a 'body form' supplier to BC

museums? Just a thought...  will take orders....

Michelle Willard, Gulf of Georgia Cannery Society, November 25, 2005.

2. The book "Museum Mannequins", published by the Alberta Regional Group of Conservators in 2002, is currently being reformatted and reprinted. It should become available again January 2006. The table of contents is listed at http://www.cac-accr.ca  on ARG!'s "mannequins" page.

Margot Brunn, Royal Alberta Museum, November 25, 2005.

3. You may be thinking of an article by Colleen Wilson, Clothing & Textile Conservator at the Royal BC Museum. She came up with a system using

styrofoam blocks that were put together and carved. It may have been reported on in Museum Roundup. You can contact her at the RBCM, (250) 387-3573.

November 25, 2005.

