Oil Painting ID

Question:
Could you perhaps tell if there is a resource to help me identify the artist of an oil painting. I can provide a photograph and the artist signature.

Thank you for your assistance.

Marliz@telus.net, May 10, 2004.

Responses:

1. The Alliance for Arts and Culture has this question asked of us quite often. The following can be found on our FAQ page located on our website at: http://www.allianceforarts.com/about-us/faq-arts-and-culture.html
Q: I am looking for an artist named John Smith. How can I find him?

Q: I want to find an artist who paints portraits. Where do I go?

A: The Fine Arts and Music Division of the Vancouver Public Library's

Central Branch keeps active files on Canadian visual artists.

http://www.vpl.ca/branches/LibrarySquare/art/cabcrev.html You can reach library staff by phone at 604-331-3603.

A: CARFAC http://www.carfac.ca/ is a national, volunteer-run professional association of member artists. You may find the artist you're seeking by contacting CARFAC. In Vancouver, you can reach CARFAC by phone at 604-519-4669.

A: Artists in Canada http://www.artistsincanada.com/ is a national directory that lists Canadian artists, art galleries, association and arts resources. Good luck with your search.

Laura Offley

Member Services Coordinator, Alliance for Arts and Culture

2. Another useful resource is the Artists in Canada Database (not the same "Artists in Canada" as the one listed in Laura's email below) which is maintained by the National Gallery of Canada and hosted on the  CHIN Web site (www.chin.gc.ca) in the "Reference Library" section. 

The Artists in Canada database identifies the location of documentation files on Canadian artists.  23 Libraries, archives, and art galleries across Canada have contributed biographical information and lists of their holdings to create this union list.  Accompanying the name of each artist are the names of the institutions that have a file on the artist, containing information such as press clippings, exhibition announcements, and other items. Copies of these items can be obtained from the contributing institutions. 

Heather Dunn

Professional Programs, CHIN
