Plexi Problem

Question:

We are having a rather per-plexing (ha ha) problem here at the ‘Langley Centennial Museum.’ A lovely donor has brought us some plexi-glass stands that we can clean up and re-use for our temporary displays. The problem? They have some rather stubborn plastic stickers attached to them. Does anyone have any bright ideas on how we might remove these labels without damaging the plexi beneath?

No idea too crazy...thanks for your help.

Lisa Codd, February 14, 2004.

Arts & Heritage Curator, Langley Centennial Museum & NEC
Responses:

1. We use Plexiglas drums on the scanner. These drums are about $2000 to refinish if we damage them.

As we tape originals on these drums every day to digitize photos, it leaves residue that we find easy to remove with film cleaner. I would be happy to pour you a good amount in a bottle to try.

For any scratches, try Novus Scratch remover #3, #2 to polish. We also find that Brasso and Silvo work well.

Ernst Vegt

Coast  Imaging  Arts, Inc.

2. I find WD-40 (a spray lubricant available at any hardware outlet) works great on removing label glue. Sorry, I don't know what it might do to the plexi -- but you could try it!

Phil Vernon

Vernon design

3. Great comment about using scratch remover, I will try that on my flatbed scanner. As for removing sticky stuff as mentioned, I would use the orange cleaner found everywhere along with a no-scratch scouring pad.  I don't know if it will cause deterioration or discolouration of the plexi, but then again, the mounts are not what are on display.
There is a product that I found in ‘Industrial Plastics’ that is called ‘Goo-Gone.’ It works great on those sticky labels.

Helen Edwards

Victoria
