Polite ways to say ‘Keep Off’

Question:

At the museum in Lake Cowichan, we have a number of large outdoor artefacts: two locomotives, box car, caboose and a speeder. We would like it if people never climbed on them, but in the real world they do. Fencing is not an option. We are looking for a polite way to say 'Keep off the artifacts!!!" without being negative about it. Does anyone have a short line or two that works at your museums? 

Barbara Simkins, April 14, 2005

Curator/Manager, Lake Cowichan Museum
Responses:
1. We have a very large exhibit in our parking lot and the signage reads: "Danger - Do Not Climb On.” It stops most people from climbing.

Sharon Vallance

PHSV Coordinator Leader, Power House @ Stave Falls
2. Many museums permit the public to go on board such artefacts, but it is controlled and watched. Is there not a way you can design them climbing on parts of them, so as to avoid looking stern. Of course, this may involve building steps, etc. which might be covered by a grant (eg, perhaps CASHP). Otherwise, a sign that says "Help us preserve our collection---please look only" may work well.
