Proper Storage of Matchbooks

Question:
Does anyone have experience in storing matchbooks that are still intact? Should we compromise the matchbook by snipping off the head of the matches or do we compromise all the other artifacts in our collection by storing them intact (even if they are in a metal box)?

Karen Overgaard, Whistler Museum and Archives, February 04, 2006.

Responses:

There was much discussion about this subject on the Ontario Museums Listserv about a year ago. In summary as I recall, the issue is why you are keeping the matches and balancing out the fact that it may be a fire hazard. You might wish to keep the cover, if it is in the collection for the advertising. There are also ways of neutralizing the ability of the match to be ignited, which conservators can speak to. There are other institutions that would be keeping various forms of matches to document changes in that technology.

Kris Andersen, St. Ann's Academy, Chapel and Interpretive Centre, February 06, 2006.
