Restored School Desks

Question:
Ted Scott from the Craig Historical Park Museum in Parksville, BC 

has called looking for advice regarding the restoration of several 

1930'2-40's era school desks--the metal framed, wooden desktops with 

inkwell type--that have been stored both inside and outside at different 

times, and with some painted green at one point.

Ted would like to restore them to their original finish and form for re-

use as part of their interpretive centre for children, but has been told he 

can't or shouldn't do that...?

Ted, Thurs. Jan 11, 2007

Response:

1.
First off technically it is entirely possible and in fact in capable hands


quite straight forward to restore the desks. The tops can be removed,


carefully sanded and revarnished(not urethaned). The metal portions which


are likely black japanned cast iron can be repainted with the appropriate


sheen of black paint designed for metal. Then the whole shebang can be


reassembled. Often as not they were attached to long strips of wood so the


various sizes could be kept in place and the classroom in some semblance of


orderly rows of desks


The real question is WHY?


-I haven't seen your desks BUT...it strikes me that if the graffitti is not


offensive then it adds to their provenance and even in capable hands lets


you talk about its presence in terms of the history of schooling


-the desks I used from grade 1-4 had initials carved in them dating from


the 1920s (I used them in the mid 1960s)


-the presence of inks stains on the wooden desk tops offers more


opportunities for education


-if the desks have significant provenance SHOULD you refinish them?


-what do your institutional policies say about the treatment  of artifacts


-on a related issue, what do your policies say about the use of


artifacts....speaking from experience from a site that had a restored


school house, the constant stream of bums in seats can wreak havoc with


wood and cast iron


-do you need to refinish all of them or should a number be left "as-is"?


-finally if your plans for the desks require them to be refinished, yet


your institutional policies suggest otherwise, is there another way to


accomplish your goals without altering the desks.....see if others lacking


provenance (if your have it) can be acquired


Once they've been scrubbed clean there is no way to reapply the history


that may have been removed


Franz Klingender, Canada Agriculture Museum, Tues. Jan. 16, 2007
