Slide Digitalization

Question:
I have access to some Kodak slides from the early 1970’s that are beginning

to degenerate. What is the fastest, easiest and least expensive way people

have found to digitize slides?

Darryl MacKenzie, April 06, 2006.

Responses:

1. I love my Nikon Coolpix 4500 with its slide copier and film strip adapter. It can be very quick, and does a good job if you can achieve a broad light source without hot spots.  Not available new anymore, good used 4500's are available for $400 to $450. For quick and easy viewing, try "IrfanView", a terrific free download

program.

Cuyler Page, Kamloops Museum, April 08, 2006.
2. You can buy a scanner that in addition to normal scanning, can scan 35mm

slides and 35 mm negatives. CANON has a model for about $150 available through London Drugs. This only scans up to 8-1/2" x 11" papers, so if

you also want to scan legal documents you will need a more expensive

machine (about $600-700?). I bought one of the inexpensive CANOSCAN

models for home use and it seems to do a decent job, but it is a very

slow thinker. It also scans 35 mm slides and 35mm negatives by sliding

out a white cover on the inside of the lid which exposes a 35mm

slide/negative rack.  It does not scan the larger 2x2 slides or glass

negatives. We are looking at buying a more expensive and versatile model

for our archives. 

If you have a lot of slides, you may wish to investigate the efficiency

of having a commercial company copying them. Do check the quality &

resolution of their scans, however, as poor quality scans would be

frustrating. Once you scan the slides, at a high resolution of course, and then

archive the digital images in TIFF format, not JPEG, also MAKE A BACK-UP

COPY for off-site storage! I also suggest putting the originals away in a cool storage area. You MAY never need to refer to them again, but I do not recommend destroying them. 

If you wish to edit the images (a practice incorrectly called photo

"restoration" by commercial labs, as they are only manipulating the copy

image and not restoring the original) to correct deterioration etc.,

then work on a digital copy, but leave the original scan untouched. 

Colin MacGregor Stevens, New Westminster Museum and Archives, April 08, 2006.
3. The fastest and least expensive way is a 35mm slide scanner. If you are

able to do it yourself you can rent or borrow one. Or, you can use the services of

a volume photo shop such as London Drugs who will put them on a cd for you.

Otherwise scan charges can run from $12.50 per slide and up, depending on

what type of file and output you want and whether the purpose is simply to

archive the images for viewing on a computer or for eventual re-print. It

will allow you to keep the slide intact when you scan it.

If very high quality is important or you need reproduction quality to a

larger dimension - you can consider flatbed or drum scanning.  Let me know

if you need more information on either of those options. 

Myron Arndt, Island Art, April 10, 2006.

4. If you don't have a lot of slides to digitalize, I would take them along to your local copy shop and see if they have a slide scanner (these can be either dedicated machines or flat beds with an attachment). This should be quite cheap and the quality is usually quite good, although I've found scans from slides are never brilliant. If your local shop doesn't provide this service you could try further away and do it by post. 

Jeremy, National Library of Scotland, April 10, 2006.

5. If you have fewer than 1000 slides you may as well get them scanned professionally. If you have more than 1000 and anticipate getting more in 

the future you should bite the bullet and purchase a Nikon Cool Scan V. You 

can get one for less than $1000 and it does a superb job without too much 

of a learning curve. The advantage of doing it yourself is that you can 

"enhance" the digital scan to your specifications. Also, it incorporates 

Digigital Ice technology that lets you automatically remove dust particles. 

Finally, it has a Kodachrome setting specifically for old Kodachrome slides.

There are other ways to achieve scans of slides and film on flat bed 

scanners that have special attachments, but I have found they are fiddly and 

tiresome to use if you have a large number of slides.

Nick Tuele, April 10, 2006.

6. We have a HP scanjet scanner, model #3970 that can scan slides. There are

other scanners out there capable of scanning slides, although I am not sure if they

are on the market anymore. Perhaps, you can borrow one from someone in the

museum community.

Gillian Murray, United Farmers Historical Society, Alberta, April 10, 2006.
