Very Old Loaned Artifacts

Question:

I have a large number of artefacts in the Owen Sound Marine and Rail Museum that were loaned to the museum in the 1980's when the museum opened. The museum wants to formally add these items to our collection, however, many of the lenders have passed away and most of the others we are completely unable to track down or contact.

So my question is this, how do or how have other museums handled this situation? I am particularly interested in how museums in Ontario handle this, but I am very interested in how everyone deals with it.

Ben Holthof, July 27, 2006

Curator of Collections, Owen Sound Marine and Rail Museum

Responses:

1. We have had similar situations, also items given on loan, making us wonder when someone would decide to reclaim it when their grand daughter decided they would like to have it. We passed a motion in our minutes to the effect that when such items had been in our care for ten years, they became the property of our society and were no longer reclaimable. When new items are given over, the donors sign a donation form giving us the right to dispose of the items as we wish, and turning the items over to us in terms of ownership. This will prevent such future situations.

Larry A. Ewashen, July 28, 2006

Curator, The Doukhobor Discovery Centre
2. I very much doubt that if anyone challenged your 10 year rule that the board motion would stand up in court, especially in BC where there is legislation dealing with this issue. The fact remains that if the object was loaned to you, you do not own it! Now by putting something in your loan agreement then you may be covered for these new loans. Still advise avoiding long-term loans where possible!

Lee Boyko, July 28, 2006
Independent

3. I believe that there is a statute under Canadian Law that regulates this type of action, re: things on loan to museums, and that the time is 25 years after the loan of the artifact that it becomes the possession of the museum (I believe that this is an issue of abandonment).    I had a situation when I first came to Barkerville where it was a month or so prior to this twenty-five year limit and had to return a good portion of a major display to the son of the loaner. It was not a happy event on my part.

W. (Bill) G. Quackenbush, July 28, 2006

Curator, Barkerville

