Writing on Wood

Question:
We have a small log trapper's cabin, with pencilled inscriptions written on the interior of some of the logs, just above the door.  The wood has darkened, so the writing is becoming increasingly less visible, and the writing has become smudged from people pointing out certain inscriptions. Is there any kind of varnish or glaze that might protect the writing from people's fingerprints, and at the same time help make it more visible on the wood?

There are no lights in the cabin, and, because the writing is above the door, very little natural light falls on them.
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Responses: none
